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DIONISIO CIMARELLI: A BRIDGE
N TWO GREAT CIVILIZATIONS
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Dionisio Cimarelli: a bridge
between two great civilizations
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There is a thread that links Italy and
China, made up of famous names and
ancient history. Marco Polo, one of the
greatest explorers of all time, started
out from Venice and was one of the
first Westerners to enter China in the
13th century. Matteo Ricci, the Jesuit
missionary, was a writer and scholar
who introduced mathematics and
“Greek” science to Confucian culture.
He was accepted as a Mandarin in

the Forbidden City and was the first
foreigner to be buried there, exactly
four hundred years ago, in 1610.
These two are the only Westerners

to appear in the polychrome marble
frieze that tells the story of China in
the Millennium Centre in Beijing.
Perhaps the arrival of the sculptor
Dionisio Cimarelli in 1986 was in
essence following the passage that
had been opened on the “Silk Road”,
a form of natural continuation of what

his countrymen before him had started.

Dionisio Cimarelli has his studio in
Shanghai in Changping Road, after

years of international experience which

have also involved him in restoration
and teaching. His artistic search is a

parabola that moves between space
and time: he started out in the early
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‘80s with contemporary abstraction
inspired by Henry Moore, which led to
the rediscovery of figurative portraits
in bronze and which by studying
classical art, led on to his fascination
with fine Chinese porcelain. His recent
production is an elegant interpretation
of the fusion between East and West. In
his Children series, you can recognize
the classic forms of Renaissance putti
which the Chinese characters and the
fine porcelain makes more precious.
The return to one of his first works,
African, which the Mask series looks
at again, using the delicate art style

of China, is a bridge between cultural
and geographical distances. Using
calligraphy and porcelain, Cimarelh
has captured the essence of the art

and culture of this ancient culture

by drawing it closer to his own with
sensitivity. The special connection

of Dionisio Cimarelli with China is
confirmed by his recent appointment
as artistic supervisor to the prestigious
Zhongkai SheShan Luxury Villas
architectural project in Shanghai.

; " I | |
! o )

Hnnislaoirmaral amct Martec i1 I =T 2 Deen i
Eonm LImcEEn e SEme STErn ez e e parallel paths

m their lives: reflast a eammmar O 1 T T e
17 TREIE vas ralaclh Qe Man deshny. Bo o o L
o e e T N e L = i —
SCIrfE e mn o Qs amn The Mancihes, anly g s Thorm

- g k - - - d - - -
erazh ol nen angd Eoih Radita Travel a o w (e i =1 (B [ I
nal wiark imdihe same Easterm [an: nlchmey o solic) Drclged|
the relaticnship Betweaen East and West. Mow their destinies
- ' =1 W e e - - F o=y "
e et f onisie Eimaratllhes crealad g sculiune Tan Thi
B - —— Y - 1 - 4 ] - 9 -
aliar Pavilionat the Shanghai Ex rening Father Matten

) = — =

P{latsd] Li Pl the Chinese e he adog |, wearing

the clothes c penadhe chase cenim. Lik el res

sfaatl W Zimarall; the enfire surface s covared inChinase

- s Ll = i I'_.. I. I ..-_1.-.. ettt ] |
[ =50 A 163 I SOCTE LT el B I

T BF 5 S ) A S B (R, O
{5 filn 40 P [ ) S B
'H_‘."l ’Jl trr If_tﬂ.u Hi”.!” ﬂ

1i iy
; o
-"‘]_.ﬂ'l_.ﬁ,l.”_.'l. ) H"h ]Ll.T'LFI
'-.r-riu-'] o, #Fa]

: g i
_I;I;L.rr ||||-:-'] A -]'if'

5’_ 51'1'1

I_,;J__ [fﬂj L £
|ﬂF[I|1[[I"

‘-‘Frl"'”’HJJ_iIJ:LF"'ﬂLmI|I 1-_
HIEEN H (Zhongkai SheShan
Luxury Villas architectural
project) A AR ln, 'i i, !l-‘ fil
ST B R B - 3 S

{ Dionisio Cimarelli) ‘- rr'r-ﬁ..j'-
A £

Dionisio Cimarelli: a bridge

between two great civilizations
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